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Overview 

Ruddy Gregory, PLLC, is a Washington, DC and Denver, CO 

based boutique law firm that provides legal advice to businesses, 

entrepreneurs engaged in various financing phases, equity or debt 

investors in early stage companies, venture capital firms, hedge 

funds, and other members of the alternative investment commu-

nity.  We have proudly offered these services since our inception 

in 2001. 

Legal Counsel for Entrepreneurs 
 
“Our relationship began simply in 2001 with a compliance review 
of one of my businesses.  While my business partners and I have 
since used Am Law 100 firms on occasion, the firm has been our go
-to firm for most legal work since 2001.  They have proven to be 
more than a law firm by offering us strategic business advice.”  - 
Tom Plaut, recipient of the Entrepreneur of the Year in New Jersey 
for 2009 by Ernst & Young and a finalist in 2009 for Ernst & 
Young’s National Entrepreneur of the Year Award.  

Experienced, Results-proven Representation 
 
“Ruddy Law has proven to have extensive hands-on experi-

ence in its fields of practice.  For over eight years, they have 

offered us advice that has proven to be creative yet pragmat-

ic.” – Michael Cairns, CEO, FX Solutions, LLC.  FX Solu-

tions was named to the Inc. 500 top growing U.S. private 

companies list from 2005 through 2007 (Microsoft is the only 

company to make the list  four years in a row).  



Overview 

The Alliance of Business Law-
yers (the “ABL”) was established in 2000 as a membership network to link law firms in Europe, 
North America and across the world. ABL members are small business law firms with strong 
commercial law backgrounds and special expertise in dealing with business and financial mat-
ters concerning their own jurisdiction and territory. 
 
By virtue of their reputation, experience and contacts in their own commercial environment, 
ABL members can provide invaluable corporate legal and financial advice to their international 
client base. As part of a wider multinational network they can also effect immediate communi-
cation, consultation and co-operation with specialist independent lawyers worldwide.  
 

Value-Driven Work  
 
“Ruddy Law’s attorneys have experi-
ence and transactional skills that have 

helped us solve legal issues at very competitive legal rates.”  – 
Kevin O’Keefe, Co-Founder and former Chief Financial Of-
ficer, Chi-X Europe, Ltd., Europe’s largest multi-lateral trading 
facility (recently acquired by BATS Global Markets, Inc.). 

The Ruddy Gregory, PLLC counsels clients in 
the following practice areas: 
 

 General Corporate Law;   
 

 Business Litigation; 
 
 Family Office; 
 
 Private Equity and Venture Capital; and 
 
 Financial Services. 

 



Awards and Membership 

Ruddy Gregory is a member of Alliance of Business Lawyers and the National Introducing Brokers As-
sociation, and is a partner and industry associate of Third Party Marketers Association(3PM).  

http://www.ablglobal.net/
http://www.theniba.com/
http://www.theniba.com/
http://www.3pm.org/


General Corporate Law 

Our corporate practice counsels business owners in all aspects of their organiza-
tion of business entities, including appropriate formation of businesses (limited 
liability companies, limited partnerships, and general partnerships) as well as 
counsel on the business and securities laws affecting the organization, govern-
ance, and operation of the entity. We have experience in serving businesses from 
startup to mature growth, having served clients from inception with a few em-
ployees to mature growth. 
 
Our experience in corporate law includes work in the following areas: 
 
 Serving as general counsel to clients; 
 
 Reviewing and negotiating partnership agreements, operating agreements and 

similar governing documents; 
 
 Assisting in contractual disputes; 
 
 Assisting clients that are looking to acquire other strategic businesses or part-

ners in evaluating, negotiation, and documenting these transactions;  
 
 Advising on transactional matters, including the purchase and sale of business-

es, agreements involving the rights and obligations of stockholders and em-
ployment related matters; and 

 
 Registering trademark and copyrights. 

Wide-Ranging Expertise in Corporate Law. 



Business Litigation 

Ruddy Gregory represents persons and entities that are involved in the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”), Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion (“CFTC”), National Futures Association (“NFA”), Financial Industry Regu-
latory Authority (“FINRA”) and self-regulatory organization inquiries, formal in-
vestigations, arbitrations and reparation actions. Ruddy Gregory represents clients 
involved in enforcement actions concerning securities disclosure issues and other 
areas of investment related actions. Ruddy Gregory also represents corporate di-
rectors, officers and other individuals facing investigations and potential litiga-
tion.  
 
Our litigation experience includes work in the following areas:  
 
 Assistance with contract and partnership disputes; 
 
 Assistance with CFTC reparation actions; 
 
 Assistance with SEC and CFTC enforcement proceedings; 
 
 Assistance in administrative enforcement matters, including the negotiation of 

supervisory agreements, cease and desist orders, and civil money penalties; 
and 

 
 Assistance with arbitrations before JAMS, AAA, FINRA, NFA and other arbi-

tral organizations. 

Knowledgeable and Experienced In Litigation. 



Private Equity &  
Venture Capital 

Ruddy Gregory represents both growth-oriented companies (and their found-
ers) and private equity firms in early stage financing transactions. We offer strate-
gic counsel at each stage of an entrepreneur’s growth, including structuring pri-
vate funding deals from seed or venture capital sources as well as debt financings. 
In addition, we provide comprehensive representation to our angel investors, ven-
ture capital, and private equity fund clients by assisting with structuring, negotiat-
ing and documenting their investments and providing guidance during due dili-
gence investigations of investment opportunities. 
 
Our experience in private equity and venture capital deals includes work in the 
following areas: 
 
 Drafting and negotiating term sheets; 
 
 Drafting of private placement memorandums; 
 
 Drafting of financing documents, including stock purchase agreements, inves-

tors' rights agreements, right of first refusal and co-sale agreements, and voting 
rights agreements; 

 
 Drafting of confidentiality, non-competition and non-solicitation agreements; 
 
 Assisting with equity compensation; 
 
 Devising stock option plans;  
 
 Assisting investment tracking; and 

 Assisting with due diligence management. 

An Extensive Knowledge of Private Equity and Venture Capital Services. 



Financial Services 

Ruddy Gregory assists clients with initial and ongoing regulatory needs asso-
ciated with the SEC, FINRA and state regulatory agencies. Ruddy Gregory also 
serves as transactional counsel and assists clients with day-to-day business opera-
tions in the financial services arena. 
 
Our experience in securities law includes work in the following areas: 
 
 Organizing private investment funds (hedge funds) and other investment vehi-

cles; 
 
 Assisting with investment adviser registration; 
 
 Organizing commodity trading advisors, pool operators, introducing brokers, 

and futures commission merchants; 
 
 Assisting with broker-dealer registration, preparation of applications to region-

al transmission organizations and independent system operators; 
 
 Preparing for and responding to federal and self-regulatory examinations; 
 
 Drafting and negotiating investment advisory contracts; 
 
 Drafting and negotiating of placement agent agreements, clearing agreements, 

OSJ agreements, ISDA agreements and similar contracts; 
 
 Conducting full-scale reviews of investment managers and brokers for regula-

tory compliance; 
 
 Conducting hedge fund due diligence; 
 
 Drafting and reviewing compliance and supervisory procedures; and 
 
 Conducting anti-money laundering training and audits. 

We Understand Financial Services Firms and Their Needs. 



Money Services Business 
 

 
 
Ruddy Gregory assists clients with initial and ongoing regulatory needs asso-
ciated with FinCEN, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, and state regula-
tory agencies. Our experience is broad and allows us to assist clients with all 
phases of the structuring, negotiating, and registering of money services business-
es, in addition to meeting ongoing regulatory compliance requirements.  
 
Our experience in money services business law includes work in the following ar-
eas:  
 
 Licensing with state and federal regulatory bodies; 
 
 Drafting of exemptive relief letters to state and federal agencies; 
 
 Drafting and review of supervisory and compliance procedures and manuals; 
 
 Drafting and review of customer account forms, privacy policies, disclosures, 
 and anti-money laundering policies; 
 
 Anti-money laundering training and audits; and  
 
 Assistance with all other on-going compliance requirements. 
 
 

Versed and Capable in Money Services Regulation. 



 
Representative 

Transactions 
 

Since its inception, Ruddy Gregory has set up dozens of businesses and private 
investment funds, and has represented clients in numerous arbitrations, regulatory 
actions, and other litigation matters.  A sampling of representative matters under-
taken by the firm on behalf of clients since the start of 2010 includes: 
 
 Representing a startup corporate issuer in the structuring and preparation of a 

Regulation D private placement which closed on its targeted raise of $3 mil-
lion in equity capital. 

 
 Structuring a high frequency trading firm and representation of the entity with 

respect to its application as a Member of FINRA and registration as a broker-
dealer with the SEC. 

 
  Creating several private investment funds, inclusive of a multi-class, $100M+ 

AUM “master feeder” hedge fund startup, and coordination with offshore 
counsel with respect to the offering. 

 
  Drafting and submitting of a “no-action” letter to the SEC on behalf of a multi-

lateral trading facility. 
 
  Representing a brokerage firm before the SEC inclusive of replying to a Wells 

notice regarding a fraud allegation. 
 
  Representing a fund operator in U.S. federal court in an allegation of fraud 

filed by the CFTC. 
 
  Representing three, separate Wall Street traders in FINRA arbitration in con-

nection with compensation disputes with their former employers. 
 
  Representing a commodity brokerage firm in a NFA regulatory action through 

hearing. 

 



Profile 
Mark Ruddy 

Mark E. Ruddy is a secur ities and commodities attorney rep-
resenting registered investment advisers, currency dealers, com-
modity futures registrants (including FCMs, CPOs, and CTAs), 
hedge funds, and other members of the financial community. His 
experience in the alternative investments industry spans almost 
twenty (20) years. 
 
Prior to becoming a consultant and attorney in private practice, 
Mr. Ruddy worked for a Securities and Exchange Commission 
(“SEC”) registered investment adviser and operator of several pri-
vate investment partnerships, where he completed financial re-
porting and handled compliance matters. He also has experience 
as a former compliance examiner with the National Futures Asso-
ciation (“NFA”). 
 
Mr. Ruddy has performed expert witness work in derivatives and 

brokerage related cases in arbitration and court. He has been a contributing writer to industry 
related publications, seminar speaker in the industry, and law school lecturer in the field of de-
rivatives and hedge funds. He currently teaches at the Catholic University of America Law 
School and also serves as a board member of the Alliance of Business Lawyers (the “ABL”), a 
global association of leading business law firms throughout the world. During his career, Mr. 
Ruddy has served on the Board of Directors of several private investment funds.  He also served 
on the Managed Fund Association’s Emerging Manager Committee. 
 
Mr. Ruddy earned his Juris Doctor from the Catholic University of America, and undergraduate 
degrees in finance and accounting from Fairfield University and New York University, respec-
tively. 
 
Mr. Ruddy has been quoted in several newspapers and publications, including: The Wall Street 
Journal, Reuters, and the New York Post. 

 



 
Profile 

James P. Gregory 

James P. Gregory is the co-founder of Ruddy Gregory and has 
been practicing law for over forty years. Mr. Gregory has been a 
member of the Washington D.C. legal community since 1990. His 
practice has focused on complex business matters including mer-
gers, acquisitions, tax, private equity and general corporate transac-
tions. 

In 1990, Mr. Gregory commenced his career in Washington D.C. 
as general counsel to an international private equity firm headquar-
tered in Washington, D.C. In that capacity, he participated in and 
oversaw all aspects of new fund formation including fundraising, 
legal documentation, entity formation, structuring and tax related 
issues. During the investment phase of each new fund Mr. Gregory 
was responsible for compliance with governing documents, portfo-
lio company acquisition documentation, from letters of intent to 
stock purchase and shareholder agreements, and dispositions of 
portfolio companies. Due to the international scope of the compa-

ny, Mr. Gregory has worked in many countries in South and Central America, Eastern Europe, 
South Africa, and Southeast Asia. Mr. Gregory served as general counsel from 1990 until 2010. 

More recently, Mr. Gregory served as general counsel, officer, and director for a used oil recy-
cling company that grew from $40,000,000 in revenues to $400,000,000 in five (5) years. In 
that capacity, Mr. Gregory was instrumental in structuring the acquisition and financing of the 
groups refineries, the consolidation of three companies engaged in marketing and sales of lubri-
cant products, a blending operation, and the refinery companies, and providing legal services to 
the operating divisions in connection with supply and sales agreements, confidentiality agree-
ments, leasing and equipment lease financing. Mr. Gregory was lead counsel in the group’s ini-
tial private equity raise that, together with mezzanine finance, enabled the group to acquire a 
refinery in New Orleans owned and operated by Chevron. A second refinery acquisition several 
years later was structured as a lease-purchase transaction. Subsequent re-financings and private 
equity investments totaled more than $200,000,000 over the five-year period following the ini-
tial acquisition. 

 



 
Profile 

Jessen L. Gregory 
 

Jessen L. Gregory is an Attorney at Ruddy Gregory and has been 
a member of the Colorado legal community since 2007, and Califor-
nia since 2005. Her practice has focused on complex business trans-
actions including asset -based senior secured financings, acquisitions, 
entity formations, real property transactions, private equity, venture 
capital investing, and general corporate transactions. Prior to joining 
Ruddy Gregory, Ms. Gregory was a partner at Gregory & Gregory, 
LLC. Her work there included serving as assistant general counsel to 
an oil recycling company; providing counsel on corporate matters, 
loan refinancing, purchase agreements, employment issues, trade-
mark issues, permitting, operations, and other transactional matters. 
Additionally, Ms. Gregory's general corporate practice involved 
drafting, review, and negotiation of various corporate mergers and 
acquisitions, reverse triangle mergers, subscriptions, financing, buy-
outs, and dissolution of companies. From 2014 to 2015 Ms. Gregory 
served as Counsel to a Colorado real estate law firm, where she as-

sisted and advised clients in commercial real estate transaction work including purchase and 
sales agreements; leases, reciprocal easement agreements, and CC&R agreements. Ms. Gregory 
also assisted clients in general corporate matters, mergers and acquisitions, and finance, with an 
emphasis in commercial real estate and real estate financing. As a legal intern at the Global En-
vironment Fund, Ms. Gregory assisted in the research of credit rating for potential investments 
in Latvia, as well as other surroundings eastern European countries, and collected and devel-
oped information in connection with a real estate investment fund targeting rehabilitation of his-
toric properties in D.C. In 2009, Ms. Gregory was recognized for her Pro Bono work in the 
Denver Bar Association’s publication, “The Docket.”  
 
Ms. Gregory earned her Juris Doctor from the University of San Diego, School of Law in 2005. 
She also holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Colorado. 
Ms. Gregory is currently licensed to practice in the state of Colorado and California. 



 
Profile 

Cameron Scullen 
 

Cameron Scullen is an Associate Attorney at Ruddy Gregory, 
PLLC. Before joining Ruddy Gregory, Mr. Scullen was an Associ-
ate Attorney at Thorn Law Group, PLLC. While at Thorn Law 
Group, Mr. Scullen’s work included: assisting in litigation in re-
spect to international and domestic tax issues; working with U.S. 
taxpayers to address tax issues related to foreign financial assets; 
and facilitating the process in bringing U.S. taxpayers into compli-
ance with the Internal Revenue Service’s disclosure obligations. 

Mr. Scullen earned his Juris Doctor from the University of Miami 
School of Law, graduating Magna Cum Laude, in May of 2017. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Scullen earned his Master of Business Administra-
tion, with a concentration in Finance, from the University of Miami 
School of Business Administration, graduating in May of 2017. 
During graduate school, he was a member of the Business Law Re-
view and held internship positions with the U.S. Securities and Ex-

change Commission’s (SEC’s) Division of Enforcement, the SEC’s Division of Corporation 
Finance and Goldman Sachs & Co.’s Investment Management Division. Mr. Scullen also holds 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics and Economics, from St. Lawrence University. Mr. 
Scullen is currently licensed to practice in the District of Columbia. 

 



 
Profile 

Jua Tawah 

Jua Tawah is an Associate Attorney of Ruddy Gregory. 
Prior to joining Ruddy Gregory, Mr. Tawah was an Associate 
Principal Analyst at FINRA, where he investigated potential 
violations of U.S. federal securities law, as well as FINRA and 
exchange rules. At FINRA, Mr. Tawah’s work included ana-
lyzing computerized algorithmic trading activity for pre-
arranged and other manipulative trading practices such as 
spoofing and momentum ignition. Mr. Tawah also investigated 
potential money laundering, cyber hacking and digital account 
intrusion, alternative trading systems (ATSs) also known as 
dark pools, fiduciary duties applicable to dually registered in-
vestment advisory brokerage firms, disruptive trading practic-
es, broker-dealer supervisory systems and market access con-
trols, and abusive trading practices.  
 

Before working at FINRA, Mr. Tawah worked at a civil defense litigation law firm in Mary-
land. He was also an Honors Law Clerk at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office 
of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance in Washington, DC.  
 
Mr. Tawah earned his Juris Doctor from Washington University in St. Louis School of Law in 
2011, where he served as Associate Editor of the Washington University Journal of Law and 
Policy. During the summer of 2009, he attended The Institute for Global Justice at the Universi-
ty of Utrecht in the Netherlands where he studied international and comparative law. Mr. Ta-
wah also holds a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Scranton where 
he was member of Alpha Phi Sigma, the Criminal Justice Honor Society. Mr. Tawah is current-
ly licensed to practice in the State of New York and his practice in the District of Columbia is 
limited to proceedings before federal courts and matters concerning federal agencies.  

 



 
Profile 

Jessica Brown 
 

Jessica I. Brown has been a part of the firm since 2007. She is re-
sponsible for assisting clients with on-going regulatory compliance 
and reporting requirements, administering anti-money laundering 
examinations, conducting background and investigative searches, 
organization of business entities, and provides support to the firm’s 
attorneys.  While working at the firm, Mrs. Brown returned to 
school to acquire a degree in accounting. She also manages the day-
to-day operations of Ruddy Gregory. 

Mrs. Brown holds a degree in accounting and is a Certified Anti-
Money Laundering Specialist (“CAMS”). She is a member of the 
Association of Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialists 
(“ACAMS”) and the U.S. Capital Chapter of ACAMS, and a non-

lawyer member of the American Bar Association. She is also a Notary Public for the District of 
Columbia. 

While working at Ruddy Gregory,  Mrs. Brown graduated Cum Laude from Strayer University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in accounting. During her time at the University, she was 
inducted in the National Society of Collegiate Scholars and the Alpha Sigma Lambda National 
Honor Society. Prior to joining the firm, Mrs. Brown worked in government and politics. She 
studied political science at Missouri State University and interned in the district office of a Mis-
souri Congressional Representative before a staff position in the Congressman’s national office 
brought her to Washington, DC. After leaving Capitol Hill, Mrs. Brown continued accruing 
knowledge and expertise in national legislation and politics by working in areas such as lobby-
ing, fundraising, advertising and defense. 

 

 



This material is considered attorney advertising. This material is for informational purposes 
only and should not be construed as legal advice; nor does the transmission of this material 
establish an attorney-client relationship.  Reproduction, distribution, republication or retrans-
mission of  this material without prior written permission is prohibited. 


